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We are grateful to the Karnataka Judicial Academy and the Juvenile Justice Committee of 

the Karnataka High Court for granting us opportunities to conduct training for judges, for, 

this manual is a result of several training programs implemented for their personnel.In this 

regard, we thank all the Special Court judges and other judicial personnel who 

participated in our training workshops. Their debates, insights and queries have helped 

us refine our thinking and methodologies.The Karnataka Judicial Academy's initiative is 

reflective not only of their interest in effective implementation of the Protection of Children 

from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act 2012 but also their caring and concern for children 

and child rights. That the Judiciary should take the lead to develop flexible and rights-

based systems, including initiating transformations in existing legal procedures for 

children, is truly reassuring and encouraging for the country. We express our deep 

gratitude, therefore, to the President(s), Director(s) of Karnataka Judicial Academy, and 

members of the Board of the Academy for their kind cooperation and painstaking review 

of this manual.













Elici

I am extremely happy to know that the Community Child & Adolescent 
Mental Health Service Project, Dept. of Child & Adolescent Psychiatry, and 
National Institute of Mental Health & Neurosciences (NIMHANS), in 
collaboration with Karnataka Judicial Academy and Dept. of Women and 
Child Development, Government of Karnataka, are publishing this manual 
titled “The Child as a Witness: Developmental and Mental Health 
Implications for Eliciting Evidence under Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offences Act, 2012”.

It gives me immense pleasure to see that an initiative is being taken to train 
judicial personnel on dealing with children as witnesses. Often children 
have to stand in the witness box, and while dealing with them, the court and 
all judicial officers involved have to be conscious of the fact that they cannot 
deal with them in the same manner as they would with adult witnesses. 
Witnessing a crime or being a victim of the crime may have a devastating 
effect on the child. It would have much greater impact on her/his psyche as 
compared to an adult.

All of us dealing with children who are victims of sexual abuse must 
remember to treat children with great sensitivity. A concerted effort must be 
made by all concerned viz.,the investigation agency, the medical team, the 
prosecution, as well as the court, dealing with such children to ensure that 
the child does not have to repeat her/his testimony time and again. Every 
time the child recounts the incident, she/he virtually relives the trauma, 
which must be avoided.

This manual will not only help judicial personnel understand the nuances of 
testimonies and gathering evidence in child sexual abuse cases, but also 
cover various aspects of the crime itself, including, types of child sexual 
abuse and how to suspect child sexual abuse. Another important and 
unique aspect of dealing with children as witnesses covered by this manual 
is developing empathy for the child. The work of various judicial personnel 
dealing with children who have faced sexual abuse cannot end at ‘evidence 
gathering’. It is important for them to be compassionate towards these 
children and empathize with them, while doing the job of evidence 
gathering, taking testimonies, etc.

This comprehensive manual will help close the gap that existed and 
adequately train judicial personnel, equipping them with the correct 
techniques to be used while dealing with children as witnesses. I would like 
to extend my appreciation to all concerned for taking this initiative.







Thus, there are provisions in the Evidence Act (used in pre-POCSO times), for the 
validity of children serving as witnesses and providing evidence in civil and criminal 
proceedings. But in 2012, India passed the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences 
(POCSO) Act, a landmark in the history of the country's national child protection 
policies. In a sense, this Act built on the provisions of the Evidence Act, strengthening 
the validity and reliability of statements and evidence provided by children as witnesses 
and victims of crime. POCSO, aiming to deliver justice to sexually abused children by 
punishing the perpetrator, has made critical contributions to child protection, thus 
changing the landscape of child sexual abuse in India. In pre-POCSO times, the 
judiciary came into the picture much later, only at the time the case was taken up for trial, 
and the child was asked for evidence.Now, however, POCSO requires the judiciary to 
enter the picture much sooner, by way of the magistrate/judge's statement under 
Section 164, soon after sexual abuse is reported.


































































































































































































































































